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of the Law. By means of it they could command or forbid;
and by its means also they had the opportunity of turning
every case into a religious problem and setting up a religious
—or perhaps we should say a clerical standard by which every-
thing in Israel should be judged.
But the priests had a further hold over the people, for they
were the natural and acknowledged guardians of the Temple,
whose duty and privilege it was both to preserve the cult and
to administer it. Thus the High Priest, who was the head of
the priesthood, enjoyed very considerable power, not only in
strictly religious matters, but also through his leadership of an
organization in which the boundaries separating politics from
religion and theocracy were so ill-defined.
The most important effect of the Restoration had been to
establish the supremacy of the clerical element in the Jewish
state over the lay population. As a natural result of the
vicissitudes of the political life of the chosen people, the High
Priest (kohen haggadol) had become their real head, just as the
restored Temple had become the real centre of their life.1 It
was about the middle of the Persian period that the High Priest
attained this position, which he kept until the reign of Herod.
I have already mentioned that when the Hasmonseans, who
came of priestly stock, became kings, they also assumed the
title and office of High Priest,2 which was the easier for them
in that their predecessors in the second capacity had already
taken the rank of princes. They held fast to the dual principle
which ensured their possession of the office and its transmission,
namely, that it was for life and was hereditary. It was further
reinforced by all the material and moral authority of the
gerousia, since it was the High Priest who presided over the
Council.
It goes without saying that the power of the priesthood
had diminished after the intervention of Rome, and under the
tyranny of the Herods. In the first place, the precious dual
principle mentioned above no longer functioned; the High
Priesthood had ceased to be hereditary and tenable for life.
Herod and the Romans set up High Priests and pulled them
down again as their interest or their fancy might dictate. And,
1	LXXY, ii, 215 ;   CCLXVHI, 275 ff.
2	ScMrer rightly observes (LXXV5 ii, 315, n. 2) that the princely rank
of the Jewish High Priests was no exception in this part of the Orient.
The inscription of Tabnith, Kong of Sidon, which was discovered in 1887,
reads :  " Tabnith, priest of Astarte, King of Sidon, son of Eshmunazar,
the priest of Astarte, King of Sidon."    Cf. Rev. Archeologique, 1887, 2.
The dynasts of Chalcis were described on their coins as both
and

